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• GOAL: The analysis on Smart Specialisation Strategies explores the existing RIS3 
strategies in the MED programming area with the aim of understanding of the 
transition towards a sustainable blue economy in the MED Programme area and the 
development of future blue economy-based interregional innovation partnerships.  

• METHODOLOGY: direct and indirect investigation methods (mapping grid, online 
survey, JRC Eye@RIS3, multilevel mapping with SDGs)

• CROSS-ANALYSIS WITH SDGs: the report summarizes relevant policy contents referred 
to the blue bioeconomy sectors and their linkages with the Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development (SDGs).

• TIMING: the mapping activity took place from February to July 2021, a transitional 
time between different programming periods (2014-2020 and 2021-2027) . 

Introduction to the S3 mapping activity

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Over the years, Smart Specialisation Strategies have been also considered a useful analytical tool to further explore some specific sectors and value chains at European scope. With specific reference to BLUE BIO MED project, the analysis on Smart Specialisation Strategies will support the understanding of the transition towards a sustainable blue economy in the MED Programme area and the development of future blue economy-based interregional innovation partnerships.  The mapping activity of the BLUE BIO MED project explores the existing RIS3 strategies in the MED programming area by means of direct and indirect investigation methods focusing mainly on regions where blue bioeconomy sectors play a significant role for the territorial development.Furthermore, the report summarizes at broader scope relevant policy contents referred to the blue bioeconomy sectors and their linkages with the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development (Figure 1). Since the blue bioeconomy encompasses many sectors and dimensions, the present report will point out linkages to all pillars of the 2030 Agenda (economic, social, environmental), not just to the specific Goal n. 14 - Life Below Water (“Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development”).For the time being, most countries and regions are in the process of drafting their S3 for the programming period 2021-2027. Some of them have already approved and adopted the RIS3 2021-2027, other are still involved in the process to define the key topics, starting from the EDP - Entrepreneurial Discovery Process (Table 1).



Representativeness
31 territories (national to regional administrations) have actively contributed (mapping and/or survey) to the 
collection of the information out of 36 considered countries and regions potentially involved in the project activities 
. 

 
Figure 1  Map of the available data. 
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Note di presentazione
��More information here: https://www.interreg-med.eu/about-us/thematics/



Survey data analysis

The survey* has investigated the following different dimensions:  
1. Territorial innovation priorities referred to blue 

bioeconomy
2. Implementation of RIS 2014-2020
3. Connections with Mediterranean transnational 

frameworks and initiatives
4. Agenda 2030 and transformative innovation policy
5. RIS3 measures for international collaboration and the 

Mediterranean dimension

By the end of the collection, 29 innovation policy makers took part 
to the survey on behalf of 28 different territories

*The online survey has been launched in February 2021 and remained open to respondents until July 2021. The survey questionnaire has been structured on 42 different open and 
closed questions and managed through Google Forms . 

Role/position of the survey respondents (n: 29).

Relatore
Note di presentazione
The respondents to the survey were identified by the project partners among local innovation players with different roles such as sectoral experts, officials working on the RIS3 process, and persons in charge of coordinating the innovation policy management in general to obtain an analysis as complete as possible (Figure 18).



Blue Biomed Project sectors
1. Fishery and aquaculture 
a. Pelagic and Demersal Large-Scale Fisheries (LSF) and Distant Water Fleet (DWF) 
b. Small Scale Fisheries (SSF)
c. Marine Finfish aquaculture (MFA):
d. Shellfish aquaculture (SA)
e. Seafood processing and trade.  

2. Blue Biotechnologies 
a. Healthcare and Pharmaceutical applications
b. Agriculture, Livestock, Food processing: 
c. Industrial Processes and Manufacturing
d. Biofuel
e. Biomonitoring and Bioremediation

3. Blue sustainable development 
a. Monitoring and Observing systems for marine environment
b. Marine Environmental Technologies
c. Methods and tools for the preservation and management of marine ecosystem, reduction of anthropogenic pressure

Relatore
Note di presentazione
The Interreg MED Programme identified four main axes: 1) Innovation, 2) Low-carbon Economy, 3) Natural and Cultural Resources and 4) Governance. The priority Axis 4 is GOVERNANCE and 1 Specific Objective (4.1) has been identified within it : To support the process of developing multilateral coordination frameworks and strengthening the existing ones in the Mediterranean for joint responses to common challenges.��More information here: https://www.interreg-med.eu/about-us/thematics/



Relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in Smart Specialisation Strategies- 1/2

Figure 9 Sankey diagram 
capturing the relationship 
between RIS3 2014-2020 
of BBM territories 
(sources) and BBM 
themes (destination). Data 
was collected from a multi 
source analysis (mapping 
grid, online survey, JRC 
Eye@RIS3) . Mapped 
territories: 36



Relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in Smart Specialisation Strategies 2/2

9 territories do not even mention 
any blue bioeconomic sectors in 
their RIS3!

However, the lack of S3 priorities or 
trajectories explicitly linked with the 
blue bioeconomic themes do not 
mean that the territories do not 
invest in the blue bioeconomy 
sectors at all. Frequently, some 
territories promote marine-based 
projects under other priorities/ 
trajectories (e.g agrofood…….).



Figure 8  Pie chart of the number of RIS3 2014-2020 aligned with BBM themes. Data was collected from a multi source analysis (mapping grid, 
online survey, JRC Eye@RIS3) . Mapped territories: 36

Relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in Smart Specialisation Strategies

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Within the RIS3 there is a significant and well distributed presence of topics referred to Fishery and Aquaculture across the Med territories. In particular, the marine living resources, including both capture fishery and aquaculture, are a well-established sector that continue to be a major contributor to the EU blue economy . Moreover, the aquaculture industry is probably the fastest growing food-producing sector which accounts for 50 percent of the world's consumed fish . The Blue Biotechnologies sector and subsectors have a considerable presence as well among the MED RIS3. The Blue Biotechnology focuses on the development of goods using non-traditionally commercially exploited groups of marine organisms such as algae, bacteria, fungi, and invertebrates. Their biomass is used for a variety of new commercial applications (i.e., food supplements, cosmetics, and fertilisers) and innovative commercial uses (i.e., biofuel and biomaterials). The strong presence of this sector among the S3 priorities and/or trajectories is encouraging because the new applications derived by this marine biomass could offer new and innovative ways to achieve a sustainable development.The Blue Sustainable Development sector is the least represented within the analysed RIS3. However, the importance of the sustainable use of the natural capital is highlighted by 18 territories which aims at preserving the natural ecosystems and ecosystem services which are fundamental for the blue bioeconomy industries .INSERIRE UN COMMENTO SUI NO!!!



Relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in Smart Specialisation Strategies

Most of the involved 
territories consider in 
their S3 more than 
one sector.

Figure 7 Number of BBM themes in the MED RIS3. All three sectors are mentioned in the RIS3 (3); Two sectors are mentioned in the RIS3 (2); Only one sector is mentioned in the RIS3 (1); 
Absence of priority related to the BBM themes (0). Data was collected from a multi source analysis (mapping grid, online survey, JRC Eye@RIS3) . Mapped territories: 36

Q: How are blue bioeconomy sectors considered in the regional or national Smart Specialisation Strategies of the MED area?

Relatore
Note di presentazione
How are blue bioeconomy sectors considered in the regional or national Smart Specialisation Strategies of the MED area?Leaving aside the territories which do not include any BLUE BIO MED sector in their S3, in general most of the involved territories consider in their S3 more than one sectors examined by the project.



Question 9: Do your RIS3 2014-2020 priorities include (even partially) any of the BLUE BIO MED sectors/subsectors? 
(Total respondents: 29)

Relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in Smart Specialisation Strategies

11 respondents state that their 
S3 explicitly includes some 
topics referred to blue 
bioeconomy, 12 respondents 
state that their S3 address these 
topics at general level and 6 
state that their S3 do not 
include any reference at all.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
As can be noticed from the pie chart below, 11 respondents state that their S3 explicitly includes some topics referred to blue bioeconomy, 12 respondents state that their S3 address these topics at general level and 6 state that their S3 do not include any reference at all .



Focus on Italy: relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in S3

17 Italian RIS3 have been analyzed to highlight the presence of the project blue bioeconomy themes.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
As can be noticed from the pie chart below, 11 respondents state that their S3 explicitly includes some topics referred to blue bioeconomy, 12 respondents state that their S3 address these topics at general level and 6 state that their S3 do not include any reference at all .



Survey: other topics
The survey has investigated the following different dimensions: 

• Relevance of BLUE BIO MED themes in Smart Specialisation Strategies
• Implementation of RIS3 2014-2020 and definition process of the RIS3 2021-2027
• Connections with Mediterranean transnational frameworks and initiatives
• Agenda 2030 and transformative innovation policy
• Transformative innovation policy
• RIS3 measures for international collaboration and the Mediterranean dimension
• Role of SDGs within the innovation policies on blue bioeconomy

The full document is available on the project website: BLUE BIO MED - Detail (interreg-med.eu)

Enjoy your reading!

Relatore
Note di presentazione
The survey aimed also to investigate the relevance of the Mediterranean dimension within each RIS3 .According to the replies, the Mediterranean basin plays a relevant role for all these territories. 6 respondents state that the Mediterranean basin is one of the priority areas of their S3, 3 state that the Mediterranean basin is the main priority to enhance cooperation across the borders, and 1 state that their RIS3 international approach is focused on the Mediterranean sub basin dimension. On the contrary there are still 5 territories where the Mediterranean dimension is not among the priority areas for interregional cooperation (Lisboa e Vale do Tejo, . Valencia, Balearic Islands, Alentejo, Lombardy).�

https://blue-bio-med.interreg-med.eu/what-we-achieve/deliverables-database/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=14635&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=06890ed31bf42f0a65381b7bf9876993
https://blue-bio-med.interreg-med.eu/what-we-achieve/deliverables-database/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=14635&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=06890ed31bf42f0a65381b7bf9876993


Thank you!

elena.banci@areasciencepark.it
alessandro.deltreppo@areasciencepark.it

noemi.tomasi@areasciencepark.it
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